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Preface 


From the beginning the commerce of Canada moved 
along her rivers—starting with the epic canoe journeys of the 
voyageurs who penetrated the length and breadth of the land. 


Southward, following the invention of the steamboat in 
1807, the Mississippi, the Ohio, the Missouri and their 
tributaries blossomed with side- and stern-wheelers that each 
year carried millions of tons of cargo. By 1873 steamboats 
had reached the Saskatchewan River system. 


Thus, in 1883, it was natural to think of steamboats and 
barges when coal from the bluffs of the Belly (as the Oldman 
River was known at that time) had to be moved to Medicine 
Hat. Unfortunately, little was known of the high and low 
variable flow of the Belly and South Saskatchewan Rivers and 
no one appreciated how dependent the flow was on snow melt 
in the mountains. From the outset, the use of steamers on the 
rivers of southern Alberta was doomed to failure. 


This publication compiles much of the available 
information on the steamers of the North Western Coal and 
Navigation Company, the Lethbridge enterprise of the Galts. 
It is second in a continuing series of publications sponsored 
by the Lethbridge Historical Society. 


Dr. Alex Johnston, President 
Lethbridge Historical Society 
October 9, 1966 





The Coal Fleet 


Bruce Peel 


In southern Alberta the presence of coal deposits 
along the high banks of the Belly River (now the 
Oldman River) was known quite early, and by the 
1880's some coal had been mined for local markets. 
The Galts saw the possibility of large-scale mining 
and on December 11, 1882, opened a mine at the 
Coal Banks (just to the north of the C.P. Rail High 
Level Bridge in the river bottom eastern bank). The 
problem was to get the coal to market. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway, then being constructed 
across the prairies, would cross the South 
Saskatchewan River at Medicine Hat, so that the 
logical solution seemed to be to transport by barge 
to the railway where some of it would be used by the 
transcontinental locomotives and the remainder 
shipped to other markets by rail. 


In England, the North Western Coal and 
Navigation Company was organized in the spring of 
1883. The initiative for the organization of the 
company came from the Galts, father and son. 
Elliot Galt had been in government service in the 
West. He brought the commercial potentialities of 
the rich seams of coal at Coal Banks to the attention 
of his famous father, Sir Alexander Galt (who at the 
time was Canadian High Commissioner to England), 
while the latter was-visiting the West in the summer 
of 1882. Sir Alexander undertook to raise the 


capital for the enterprise in England, which he did in 
the winter of 1882-83. 


The North Western Coal and Navigation 
Company was capitalized at £50,000 sterling. It was 
financed mainly by publisher William Lethbridge, 
his partner, the Hon. William H. Smith of the well- 
known news stand and bookstore chain, and William 
Ashmead Bartlett-Burdett-Coutts. The last named 
had recently married Baroness Burdett-Coutts, the 
wealthiest woman and greatest philanthropist in 
England, and had changed his name to hers!. In 
southern Alberta the place names Lethbridge, 
Burdett and Coutts derive from the financiers who 
provided the capital to start the mining company. 


Work on the first of the company's steamers 
began in the spring of 1883. The difficulties which 
had to be overcome in constructing the steamer and 
barges were immense. First the lumber for the hull 
of the steamer had to be brought from the new 
company's sawmill opened in the Porcupine Hills, 
sixty miles west of the Coal Banks. Other materials 
required had to be freighted by bull team from Swift 
Current, then the end-of-steel on the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. A Missouri River steamboat man*/ 
Captain Josephus Todd, formerly of the Ohio, was 
brought in as navigation officer. His brother Nels 
was brought in by way of the Missouri River to 
construct the steamer’. 

This photograph identified as "the Alberta under construction in 
Medicine Hat in 1884", does not appear to have the same structural 


features as the Alberta which appear later in this publication. 
City of Lethbridge Archives - GM973.8150000 





On July 2, 1883, the hull of the steamer was 
launched at the Coal Banks, and floated downstream 
to Medicine Hat to receive her machinery which had 
been shipped from Pittsburgh by rail. The hull was 
173 feet long and 30 feet in the beam. She was a 
stern-wheel paddle steamer with 49.08 horsepower. 
Her registered tonnage was 201.63; her gross 
tonnage was 320.04. With her engines installed she 
drew eighteen inches of water. The new vessel was 
named the Baroness in honour of Baroness Burdett- 
Coutts?. 


In anticipation of considerable river traffic at the 
port of Medicine Hat, the first railway bridge across 
the South Saskatchewan is said to have had a span 
which could swivel on its pier. 


A newspaper report published in Winnipeg on 
July 27, 1883, said that the new machinery was 
being installed in the Baroness, and added that the 
coal fleet had four coal barges with a carrying 
capacity of seventy tons. According to J. D. 
Higinbotham, it was found that a six-inch copper 
pipe for conducting steam to the engines was several 
inches too long*. The shipwrights had no proper 
cutting tool of sufficient size so that it was not 
properly cut and a botch job was made of babbitting 
the joint with the result when the steam pressure got 
up to 200 pounds to the square inch, steam escaped 
in clouds. After some delay the builders where able 
to weld the joint satisfactorily. 


A further account in the Winnipeg Daily Times 
of August 13, 1883, said that the river steamer was 
"coaling up for her trial run to the mouth of the 
Belly River"’. Her maiden voyage was up to the 
mouth of the Bow River one day, and back down to 
Medicine Hat the next. She then sailed for the Coal 
Banks. The Baroness was successful in reaching her 
upper port with the empty barges in tow. 


Sir Alexander Galt's recollection of the 
navigation season was as follows: 


"In 1883 we floated barges from the mines early 
in May, and had the highest water of the season on 
the fifth of July, and I myself went up the river in the 
Baroness about the tenth of August". 


At this period little information was available on 
the flow of the Belly and South Saskatchewan Rivers, 
and certainly it was not appreciated how dependent 
the flow was on the melting of snow in the 
mountains. Later observations showed that the 
pattern of flow of the Belly was that the rise in the 
water level began early in May so that by the middle 
of the month it was in a good stage. It then reached 
its crest about June 20 and fell rapidly after the 
beginning of July. 


In the navigation season of 1883 only 200 tons 
of coal were floated down to Medicine Hat. It was 
obvious that if transportation were to depend on the 
short navigation season, the coal company needed 
more shipping to move coal in quantity to stockpile 
at Medicine Hat. The Company decided to increase 
its floating tonnage by two more steamers and 
sixteen additional barges. This ship-building 


activity was carried on during the fall and winter of 
1883-84. 


The Alberta was built at Medicine Hat of lumber 
shipped in, probably from the Minnesota shipyards. 
Also a sternwheeler, the Alberta was 100 feet long 
by 20 feet in width. She had engines of 30.30 
horsepower. Her registered and gross tonnage were 
85.72 and 150.07 respectively. She was a better 
towing vessel than the Baroness as she had a keel 
whereas the Baroness was more the flat-boat type. 


The third steamer was more correctly a tug boat. 
The little vessel, appropriately christened the 
Minnow, was shipped from Winnipeg on a flat car. 
She was 73 feet long by 10 feet wide with an engine 
of only 5.79 horsepower. Originally a sternwheeler, 
she was later converted to a screw steamer. She was 
presumably built at Rat Portage (Kenora), at that 
time a boat building centre. 


When the navigation season opened in the spring 
of 1884 the North Western Coal and Navigation 
Company had three steamers and twenty-five barges 
ready to transport coal down the Belly and South 
Saskatchewan. A third Todd brother, Wesley, was 
brought in to command the Alberta. Navigation 
proved extremely difficult. Sir Alexander Galt's 
recollections were as follows: 


"In 1884 I waited at Medicine Hat for the water 
till after the twenty-fourth of May, and by the twenty- 
eighth of June our boats and barges were tied up for 
the season". 


In this short space of time the Baroness made 
nine trips, the Alberta eight; the latter took down 
500 tons of coal each trip. It was conceded that 
river transportation was not the answer. The 
following summer a narrow-gauge railway was 
constructed from Medicine Hat to the Coal Banks 
now renamed Lethbridge (on October 14, 1885). 
The railway was completed on August 23, 1885. 


In the spring of 1885, during the Riel Rebellion, 
an effort was made to move supplies down the South 
Saskatchewan to Middleton's column which had 
reached the river at Clarke's Crossing. Drawn up on 
the bank for the winter at Medicine Hat were the 
three steamers of the coal company, and the steamer 
Northcote. The latter steamer of the Winnipeg and 
Western Transportation Company's line had come 
up.river the previous fall with a view to abandoning 
thé main Saskatchewan in favor of the South Branch 
in moving cargoes to the settlements of Prince 
Albert, Battleford, and Edmonton on the North 
Saskatchewan. 


The idea of supplying Middleton's column by 
steamer had little chance of success so early in the 
year because of the low water, but this was not 
appreciated. Major General Laurie, commandant of 
bases and lines of supply, set up his headquarters at 
Swift Current, from which rail point war supplies 
were to be freighted the twenty miles to 
Saskatchewan Landing, and there loaded aboard the 
steamers and barges®. 





In Medicine Hat the energetic Captain Sheets got 
the Northcote into the water on April 3, with men 
and teams supplied by Superintendent Herchmer of 
the North-West Mounted Police. The latter had 
come from Swift Current to protect the steamer from 
an encampment of Cree Indians who it was thought 
might attempt to damage it.’ 


On April 9, the Northcote sailed for 
Saskatchewan Landing with two barges in tow,!° and 
that same evening a special train arrived in Medicine 
Hat carrying E. T. Galt and fifty men''. The coal 
company’s steamers had been chartered for the 
summer by the Department of Militia. According to 
the Auditor-General's statement, the North Western 
Coal and Navigation Company received advances 
totalling $20,000, apparently for the use of its 
steamers during the campaign against Riel. 


The delay in the sailing of the coal fleet suggests 
that either considerable work had to be done to get 
the steamers into commission, or else the low stage 
of the water made navigation impossible. The 
Minnow reached Saskatchewan Landing on April 
27. At the latter place the river rose eight inches on 
May 1, and another sixteen the following day. The 
Baroness reached the landing on May 5, the Alberta 
at noon on May 6. The three vessels were 
commanded by Captains Maloney, Davis, and Todd. 


Earlier, on April 23, the Northcote had sailed 
downstream toward the "front". The steamer and her 
barges carried half the troops of the Midland 
Battalions, the Field Hospital Corps, Captain Howard 
and his Gatling gun, shells for the nine pounders, 
and provisions and forage needed by General 
Middleton'?. The general was to be severely 
criticized for his tardiness in advancing on the Metis; 
after the Battle of Fish Creek he delayed his march 
on Batoche from April 26 to April 30, in daily 
expectation of the arrival of the Northcote. In 
defence of the general, it is understandable that in an 
engagement in which casualties were likely to be 
high, he should want the Field Hospital Corps and its 
medical supplies. But the Northcote, on a voyage 
her captain had said would take four days, was to 
take fourteen. While the general waited, the steamer 
was somewhere along the river, but reports of her 
progress or lack of it, were meagre, and mostly 
rumor. 


The hull of the Minnow was launched into the South Saskatchewan 
River at Medicine Hat, April 19, 1884. It had been shipped from 
Winnipeg on a rail flat car. Originally a sternwheeler, she was 
converted to a screw steamer later on by the Lamoureux Brothers. 

Might we speculate that one of the three gentlemen standing at 
either end of the walk plank could have been Sir Alexander Galt or 
another Company Executive? 


City of Lethbridge Archives - P19760238103 











At Saskatchewan Landing, Major General Laurie 
ordered the Minnow to steam downstream to 
overtake the Northcote, to take off the surgeons, the 
Gatling gun and the munition for the nine-pounders, 
and to proceed at full steam for the "front". With 
her shallower draught the tug should have been able 
to carry out this commission, but the captain was 
anxious to tow a barge belonging to a half-breed 
named Gun. Laurie reluctantly gave his consent, 
then loaded ten tons of oats for the cavalry aboard 
the barge. Thus encumbered the Minnow did not 
arrive at Clarke's Crossing until after the Northcote. 


The Baroness and Alberta, with barges in tow, 
left the Landing on May 8. The Baroness reached 
Clarke's Crossing on May 14, the Alberta on May 
17. The Baroness abandoned her barge enroute and 
Captain Davis is said to have fallen down a stairway 
and injured his shoulder so that he was incapacitated 
for part of the trip. The log of the Baroness during 
the voyage downstream makes no mention of the 
above incident.!3 


May 9—Constantly aground—25 miles. 

May 10—Much aground—10 miles. 

May 11—Elbow at 11 a.m.—Travelled 50 miles. 
May 12—25 miles. 

May 13—5 miles. 


May 14—Reached Saskatoon at 10 a.m. Passed 
Northcote with wounded and dead for 
Saskatoon a mile above Clarke's 
Crossing. Reached Crossing at 3:30 
p-m. 50 miles. 


Major General Laurie in making his report, was 
extremely critical of the conduct of the commanders 
of the three coal steamers whom he implied were 
incompetent. The captain of the Minnow, in 
particular, had caused unnecessary suffering of the 
wounded by failing to overtake the Northcote and 
getting (the) Field Hospital Corps downstream 
earlier. 


The Battle of Batoche was over and General 
Middleton's column had moved on to Prince Albert. 
Here, the general put all his troops except the 
mounted units aboard river steamers, and set off up 
river to the relief of Battleford. The Baroness 
reached Prince Albert on May 23, and took aboard 
38 tons of supplies for the troops, and five horses. 
The next day she embarked part of the Winnipeg 
Battalion and set off, reaching Carlton that night. 
Here she took aboard troops from the Alberta as the 
latter was to remain to ferry mounted men across the 
river. The Baroness arrived at Battleford on May 
26, the Alberta on May 294. 


On the latter day the Baroness and the Alberta 
were ordered to Prince Albert for supplies. On 
board the former vessel were Mr. Henty!’, reporter 
for the London Standard, and Mrs. Dobbs and her 
children. She was the widow of a Battleford 
volunteer killed at Cutknife Hill. From Prince 


Albert the vessel brought back seven tons of supplies 
and 13 sacks of mail. 


On June 3, the Baroness, carrying despatches 
and some troops, followed the Marquis and North 
West which had taken Middleton and his troops to 
Fort Pitt where they hoped to trap Big Bear. A few 
days previous the Battle of Frenchman's Butte had 
been fought between the Wood Crees and the 
Alberta Field Force advancing from the west. On 
her return voyage downstream the Baroness carried 
as passengers two survivors of the Frog Lake 
Massacre, Mrs. Delaney and Mrs. Gowanlock. 


For the remainder of the month the Baroness 
and her sister ship, the Alberta, were employed 
voyaging up and down the North Saskatchewan 
carrying supplies and running errands. During this 
period the Baroness made one trip to Edmonton, the 
Alberta two trips. The first time the Alberta brought 
up the flatboat men who had floated supplies 
downstream for General Strange's column. On June 
25, the Alberta left Pitt for down river carrying 
Factor Maclean and his wife who had been captives 
of Big Bear's band. 


Water transportation had proved such a 
convenient way of moving troops, General 
Middleton decided to take the Canadian Militia 
home down the Saskatchewan and across Lake 
Winnipeg. About July 3, at Fort Pitt the Marquis, 
North West, and Baroness took the troops aboard. 
On the evening of July 8, the flotilla reached the 
Forks, where the Alberta with the wounded from the 
Field Hospital at Saskatoon were waiting.'* 


Earlier the Alberta had proceeded to Clarke's 
Crossing to take in tow a specially constructed 
hospital barge. The barge had space for twenty beds 
and was canopied over with canvas. The wounded 
were to be carried in the barge as it was more 
comfortable than on the steamer with its jolting 
machinery. At Saskatoon the wounded were taken 
on board. 


At the Forks the Alberta must have presented a 
strange appearance amid her barges. On one side 
was a double barge with a company of Midland 
Battalions picked up at the Crossing, on the other 
was the hospital barge, and in front she pushed 
another barge carrying cordwood to keep her 
boilers going, and two milch cows to provide milk 
for the wounded. Thus encumbered the Alberta was 
slower than the other boats, but each evening 
Middleton's flagship, the Marquis, reduced speed to 
allow the former to catch up. At Cedar Lake, after a 
conference of the captains, it was decided to transfer 
the wounded to the Marquis as the weather was 
cloudy with a light south westerly wind. Squalls on 
the lake could be dangerous for the river steamers, 
particularly a smaller one like the Alberta. At Grand 
Rapids all the troops were taken aboard lake 
steamers and barges for the voyage across Lake 
Winnipeg for home. And thus ended the river 
steamer service as troop ships. 
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City of Lethbridge Archives - P19891033001 


During a trip to the west in 1884, Montreal photographer William Notman visited Medicine Hat and 
photographed the Minnow (left) and Baroness (right) accompanied by some "barges" docked beside the 


railway bridge. 


The left portion of this photograph was used as our front cover illustration. 


No more is heard of the ships of the North 
Western Coal and Navigation Company that year. 
However, the Inspector of Steamboats for Manitoba 
and the North West Territories, in reporting on the 
1885 navigation season, said that the three boats had 
been beached for the winter at Saskatoon. 


The following season the Alberta and Baroness 
sailed from Medicine Hat for Lethbridge, but only 
the lighter Alberta reached the upper port. It 
docked on June 24, 1886, immediately above where 
the railway viaduct later bridged the valley.'7 Here 
she was beached and stripped of her engine and 
boilers which were installed in a new sawmill close 
by. Gradually over the years the hull and 
superstructure were stripped of doors and windows 
to supply the shacks of ranchers and miners being 
built along the valley. Her hull was used as a 
bathing platform until it was carried away in the 
great flood of 1902. Her bell for some years served 
the town of Lethbridge as a fire alarm and curfew.!* 


The Baroness started up the South Saskatchewan 
with a cargo of farm machinery destined for the Fort 
Macleod district. Near Bow Island the steamer ran 


on a sand bar and had to be unloaded. She turned 
around and got down with the current pushing her 
to Medicine Hat.'? Her engines were removed by the 
company, taken back to Lethbridge, and installed in 
No. 3 Mine. They were used until the mine closed 
in 1924.7” Like her sister ship her hull lay on the 
river bank, slowly disintegrating, until it was carried 
away in the 1902 flood.?! 


Nothing is heard of the Minnow until the 
following year. In the fall of 1887 she was 
purchased for $750 by Joseph Lamoureux of Fort 
Saskatchewan.”* With a crew of five she left 
Medicine Hat, but experienced difficulty because of 
low water. In mid-October she was caught in the 
freeze-up of the North Saskatchewan River when 
twenty miles below Fort Pitt, and had to be beached. 


During the next several years the steamer 
worked along the North Saskatchewan, hauling 
lumber and supplies. In 1898 she was sold to 
Cunliffe and Ball of Fort Saskatchewan, for $200. 
Some time later it was swept away in a flood and 
wrecked on an island.2? She was the last of the 
southern Alberta coal fleet. 
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Provincial Archives of Manitoba/Ross Best & Co. Coll/N13049 


This photograph from the Ross Best & Co. collection of the Provincial Archives of Manitoba indicates the 
Alberta -ca 1884. Medicine Hat., it does not appear to have the same superstructure seen on page 5 herein. 
Another vessel, said to have been built in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan in 1904 was registered as the Alberta, 


perhaps this photograph is the later vessel. 
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was taken to Medicine Hat where she now lies. Capt. Todd, 
Engineer McPherson, Mr. T. Rooks and the crew returned by 
train. 


Higinbotham clippings. 

Morrow, J. W. Early history of the Medicine Hat Country. 
(Medicine Hat, 1923) p. 18-19. 

Shipping Register. 


An account of the Minnow may be found in the Winter 1957 
number, Alberta Historical Review, in N. Wickenden's "North 
West and Minnow: Two Saskatchewan River Steamers". 
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Lethbridge Had A Baroness 


Dora E. Trew 


The opening up of the Canadian West from 
buffalo to cattle to cars was a speedy affair. One 
step in this development was the attempt at 
navigation on the prairie rivers in south Alberta 
many years ago. 


Those were exciting days. The buffalo were on 
their last legs, envious eyes were planning huge 
ranches, a railway was breaking into the stillness of 
the prairies, mines were being dug, boats and bafges 
loaded with coal were attempting to navigate the 
Belly and South Saskatchewan Rivers. 


The steamer Baroness, who played her brief part 
in this history, was built in 1883 at Lethbridge. She 
was the brainchild of the Northwestern Coal and 
Navigation Company, which was founded by Sir 
Alexander Galt to develop the coal seams long 
known to have underlain south Alberta. 


Locally, Nick Sheran is remembered as the 
discoverer of the rich coal seam at Lethbridge as 
early as 1870. Some of his relatives still reside 
there. He named the place "Coal Banks", but later, 
when the floods came, the town was moved to the 
upper flats and became known as "Lethbridge" after 
the president of the company. : 


By the time the Canadian Pacific Railway was 
pushing across the prairies and had got as far as 
Medicine Hat, the company had seized its 


opportunity and made an agreement to provide 
them with 20,000 tons of coal for the next 5 years at 


$5 per ton. 


In order to meet these obligations, it was decided 
to build steamers to push barges of coal down the 
Belly and South Saskatchewan Rivers to Medicine 
Hat, from whence it could be shipped out by 
railway. They did not see the difficulties that were 
to follow. 


There were three of them: The Baroness, the 
Alberta and the Minnow. Two others of smaller size 
were supposed to have been constructed also, the 
Lilly and the Northcote. 


The Alberta is supposed to have been built in 
Medicine Hat from oak shipped in from the East 
over the new railway. The Minnow is thought to 
have been purchased in Winnipeg. 


Oscar Douglas Skelton in his voluminous work 
"The Life and Times of Sir Alexander Galt", says 
that the Baroness was built at Lethbridge from pine 
brought in from the Porcupine Hills near Fort 
Macleod. The company bought a timber limit of 50 
square miles there, and they hired Captain Todd 
from Pittsburgh, who was experienced in building 
and navigating stern wheel steamers, to superintend 
the getting out of the timber. 


No. 3 Mine, Staffordville. The machinery from the Baroness hauled 
to Lethbridge by the Alberta from Medicine Hat was used at the 
mine until its closing in 1924. 

City of Lethbridge Archives: P19891033001 























This Captain Todd seems to have been quite a 
fellow, and he certainly got things done. The 
company had bought a portable sawmill which was 
brought in from Eastern Canada to Fort Benton in 
Montana. From there is was to be hauled overland 
to the Hills and set up. This must have been a 
gigantic operation in itself, the company purchasing 
a bull-team and a mule-train of their own for this 
purpose. Then there was the timber to be cut, and 
the hauling to Lethbridge for building the boat. 


If porcupines could talk, up in the quiet Hills 
what a grumbling must have gone on among them 
as their hitherto uncontested territory was disturbed 
by the shouting Captain Todd with his mill, his bull- 
teams, his shredding saws, and his workmen. 


Early in the spring of 1883 the cut material was 
hauled to Lethbridge and construction is said to 
have started somewhere in the vicinity of where the 
present high level bridge now stands. 


When ready to be launched, the new boat was 
named after the Baroness Bartlett Burdett-Coutts, 
who was a colorful figure, even in London. She had 
fallen heir to an immense fortune, and was known 
for her philanthropies. Now she was to become 
famous in western Canada owing to her husband's 
investments in the new company. When she was 67 
she finally married. Her husband took her name, 
and she was buried in Westminster Abbey. 


As the town of Lethbridge grew, streets were 
named in her honor. There is Baroness Road, which 
runs parallel to the railway, Coutts, Ashmead, 
Bartlett, Burdett, streets These have been lost in the 


‘ numbers given them later, but the old names are still 


to be found embedded in cement on many of the 
comers. 


Meanwhile, the "shipyards" were busy at 
Medicine Hat. This had become a very active place 
through being the end of steel that year for the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. Six years later to be 
famous for its gas, the sound of boat-building must 
have caused quite a commotion in the place that 
Kipling describes as having "all hell for a basement". 


Barges were floated down the river to Medicine 
Hat from Lethbridge early in 1883, later followed 
by the Baroness to have her machinery installed. 
The Shipping Register of the Port of Winnipeg 
shows that she was launched on July 2, 1883. 


Now the troubles began. 


There was only a short season of high water on 
the Belly and Saskatchewan Rivers during which the 
steamers with their barges could be operated. There 
was such a strong current then that there was 
extreme difficulty returning upstream to Lethbridge 
after delivering the coal. It took the Baroness only 
eight hours to go down, but it took five days to 
return, fighting the current all the way and burning 
huge quantities of coal. 


The officials soon realized that they would never 
be able to deliver the volume of coal required by the 
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contract; and besides, they now had orders from 
Great Falls, as well as for domestic coal from 
Winnipeg to the Rockies. So they decided to build a 
railway to connect with the new main line. By 1885 
the famous narrow-gauge railway spanned the 
prairies from Lethbridge to Dunmore which was a 
spur line from Medicine Hat. 


This diminutive railroad was three feet wide, and 
was known as the "Turkey Trail". Small though it 
was, it certainly did the business, its cars and 
locomotives busily puffing across the flat prairies. 
There were several branches connected with it 
later—to Coutts, Great Falls, and Cardston. About 
ten years later (1893) this was bought out by the 
C.P.R. and replaced by one of standard size. For a 
while there was the incongruous appearance of a 
three-rail track because the first rails still remained. 
They were finally removed and carted to 
Lethbridge. But they did not lose their place in 
Canada, for they wound up in the Yukon where they 
may still be seen in operation between Skagway and 
Whitehorse. 


In 1885 the boats which had proved so 
impractical, were leased to the Canadian government 
in the Riel Rebellion, proving very useful in the 
transportation of troops. Three years after that, the 
Minnow was sold by the Company to Joseph 
Lamoureux of Fort Saskatchewan for $750, who in 
turn sold it to Francis Lamoureux for the modest 
sum of one dollar. od 


The Baroness and the Alberta finally returned to 
Medicine Hat where it is said that the Baroness was 
dismantled and her machinery loaded onto the 
Alberta and brought to Lethbridge, beaching near 
where the big bridge now stands spanning the 
Oldman River, at that time known as the "Belly". 





City of Lethbridge Archives: - P19901031002 
The bell from the Alberta. For several years it served the town of 
Lethbridge as a combination fire alarm and curfew. 








There are a number of legends in connection 
with the name of this river. Some say it was named 
after a group of Indians known as the "Gros Ventre" 
because of their large stomachs, and translated, 
became known as the "Belly". Others say it was 
named thus owing to a bend or "belly" in the river. 
Another version says the river was first called "La 
Belle" (beautiful) by the early Metis and her partner 
"Le Beau"—thus the "Belly" and the "Bow". 


Machinery from the beached boat and her cargo 
was used in the mine at Lethbridge and a small 
sawmill. One old-timer (who insists it was the 
Baroness who lay beached) remembers playing on 
the boat as a boy, and seeing the machinery 
scattered helter-skelter on the bank. Inhabitants of 
the little town tore off boards with which to build 
their homes at the top of the hill. Loose planks 
floated down the river and children played on her 
rotting deck. Harried by humans, by winds and 
floods, she gradually disappeared from sight. For 
many years afterwards her sinking hull could be 
seen. An engineer who drove over the high level 
bridge (built in 1908) reported that he could still see 
her shadowy hull beneath the water, as she gradually 
disappeared in the silt and sand. 


An old-timer tells the tale that the first public 
bath in Lethbridge was built from her old boiler. It 
was contrived with trouble and ingenuity by the 
pioneers who always had plenty of both. Among 
the men working in the mine was one bright soul 
who conceived the idea of making a tub out of her 
old boiler. They had a busy and ingenious time (no 
doubt on company hours) managing to make this, 
with colossal efforts of brain and brawn. They 
managed to haul up the old boiler and to make on 
the bank a bathtub of sorts which they connected 
with hot water from the mine. Here was modern 
plumbing both hot and cold, with gravity to carry 
away the water. 


But there was one flaw in the arrangement. The 
outlet to the tub had unavoidably to be on the 
outside. This created a great hazard because many a 
bather would just get well-soaped when some 
prankster would appear and pull out the plug! 


If this was the Alberta, what happened to the 
Baroness? While experts accept the opinion that she 
was dismantled in Medicine Hat and only her 
machinery was brought to Lethbridge, nevertheless 
in a report to the Federal government (published in 
the 1953 issue of the Lethbridge Herald) sent in by 
Hugh MacBeth (who had a considerable amount to 
do with these boats) he says: "The Minnow was sold 
to a lumber firm at Battleford on the return trip, the 
Alberta and the Baroness being brought to Medicine 
Hat. At this point the Alberta was hauled out of the 
stream and dismantled, the machinery being loaded 
on the Baroness which was brought to Lethbridge 
and: also dismantled." 


On the other hand, in his "Early History of 
Medicine Hat Country", J. W. Morrow says that "The 
remains of the old steamer Baroness in which the 


Galt company brought down coal, remained on the 
river bank below the bridge until the great flood of 
1902." 


In any case, our brave little prairie steamer the 
Baroness, has long since disappeared, but not 
without leaving her mark in historical records of the 
opening of the west. 


REFERENCES: 
The Lethbridge Herald. 


"The Life and Times of Sir Alexander Galt" by Oscar Douglas 
Skelton. 


"Early Days in Medicine Hat" by W. H. MacKay of Calgary in 
1949 (September) edition of Canadian Cattlemén. 


"Early History of Medicine Hat Country" by J. W. Morrow. 


Reproduction of original publication of the Lethbridge News 
railroad edition published on the occasion of the opening of the 
Great Falls and Canada Railway September 1890. 


Copy of Lethbridge By-law No. 104 to re-name the existing 
streets passed Oct. 3, 1910. 


Consultation with Lethbridge old-timers. 


* * * 


The original plan of the Galts — as the name of 
the Company, formed about the same time, implied 
— was to carry the coal down the river in barges for 
delivery to the Canadian Pacific Railway at Medicine 
Hat. Three steamers were built to bring the barges 
back to the mines at the "Coal Banks." The plan was 
quite impractical through ignorance of the variable 
flow of Western streams, which carried off the 
mountain snows as released from time to time 
especially in the early summer.—Charles A. 
Magrath. 


Planks occasionally broke away from the hull of 
the beached Alberta and floated downstream. 
William Hyssop, of 1011 10th Avenue North, 
Lethbridge, remembered gathering some of these 
planks from along the shore ‘of the Belly River in the 
vicinity of the Hyssop Bros. (5H brand) ranch. 


* * * 


Alberta — after H. R. H. Princess Louise 
Caroline Alberta, wife of the Marquis of Lorne 
(later, Duke of Argyll), Governor General of Canada 
1878-83. Alberta was created a provisional district 
on May 8, 1882, and a province in 1905. The 
provisional district was named by the Marquis of 
Lorne in 1882. 


* * * 


"A wise nation preserves its records and gathers 
up its monuments."—Joseph Howe. 


























Excerpts from: 


NORTH WEST and MINNOW 
Two Saskatchewan River Steamers 
by Nick Wickenden 


"Most people acquainted with the early history 
of the prairies have heard of the ‘great age’ of 
steamboating on the Saskatchewan River, from 1873 
to 1886, but it may not be generally realized that 
two of the boats from this early period continued in 
use almost until the turn of the century. 


"These were the North West and the Minnow. 
Each represented one of the two most important 
companies which operated steamers on the 
Saskatchewan: the Winnipeg & Western 
Transportation Company, a subsidiary of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, and the Northwest Coal & 
Navigation Company, the enterprise of the Galt 
family." 

ok *k * 


"Meanwhile events had been taking place which 
brought about the placing of the Minnow, the 
second steamer under consideration, on the South 
Saskatchewan River. 


"In the spring of 1879, Elliot T. Galt, who had 
just come to the west as an official of the 
Department of the Interior, observed the 
outcroppings of coal at the ‘Coal Banks', at the 
‘present location of the city of Lethbridge. He wrote 
about them to his more famous father, Sir Alexander 


Tilloch Galt, then serving as Canadian High 
Commissioner in London." 


* * * 


"Accordingly, the Baroness was constructed at 
Lethbridge and the Alberta at Medicine Hat. The 
Minnow, the third member of the fleet, seems to have 
been purchased in Winnipeg and shipped west by 
C.P.R. flat car.* It was the smallest of the three boats, 
73 feet long, 10 feet broad, with engines of less than 
six horsepower. 


"These boats were tried out in the season of 
1884, and failed dismally. In the spring, when the 
Belly River was in flood, they proceeded 
downstream without difficulty, but could not make 
good time on the return trip. When the water went 
down to its normal level, which it did all too soon, 
the boats in spite of their shallow draughts often ran 
aground on the shifting sand bars in the river bed.’ 
At the end of the year, the experiment was 
abandoned, and plans were laid for building the 
narrow-gauge "Turkey Track’ railway line instead. 


The Minnow is seen here at Fort Saskatchewan on August Ist, 1898, 
unloading after a trip from Battleford. The boat was operated at that 
time by Cunliffe and Bell, who had purchased it from the 


Lamoureux brothers in the previous month. 
Provincial Archives of Alberta - Ernest Brown Collection - B 5608 











"The year 1885 brought the North West 
Rebellion, under the leadership of Louis Riel; and 
the steamboats on the Saskatchewan were withdrawn 
from their humdrum commercial duties to serve as 
troop transports for the army under General 
Middleton. The Minnow went from winter quarters 
to Saskatchewan Landing, arriving on 27 April; the 
transport officer there sent her to overtake the 
Northcote which he had heard was stranded below 
the Elbow of the South Saskatchewan, and rush 
necessary items from the Northcote's cargo to the 
troops at Clarke's Crossing near Saskatoon. The 
captain of the Minnow was more interested in the 
moneymaking enterprise of towing a barge owned 
by a Metis, and never did overtake the Northcote; 
and the Minnow was not called into service again 
during the Rebellion." 


* * * 


"After 1885, their usefulness over, the Alberta 
and the Baroness were beached and dismantled. 
The Minnow was also laid up; but it was not to meet 
the fate of the others. 


"In 1875, Joseph and Francois Lamoureux, two 
adventurous brother from Montreal, had gone 
eastward from Edmonton on their way home from 
the California gold rush. They liked the country 
around Fort Saskatchewan, and the next year they 
returned with other members of their family to 
become the original settlers on the north side of the 
river, opposite the Mounted Police fort, in the 
district still named 'Lamoureux' after them. 


"Joe and Frank Lamoureux were enterprising 
men who did not confine themselves to agriculture. 
Soon they had obtained a sawmill and a gristmill 
from Prince Albert, and set up in business; their 


gristmill was later sold, but the sawmill operated for 
many years. 


"The Lamoureux brothers cut their timber 
farther up the Saskatchewan River and floated it 
down to their sawmill in rafts. Along with the men 
on the rafts went a wagon and team of horses, to 
provide transportation back upstream. 


"Joseph Lamoureux was not satisfied with this 
arrangement; and in the summer of 1887 he took a 
trip to Lethbridge, paid the North-West Coal and 
Navigation Company $1,000, and came back with 
the Minnow. But according to Hormisdas 
Lamoureux (who as a boy helped cut cordwood for 
the Minnow) of Edmonton, the idea of buying a 
steamer was Frank's; and it was not a good one. 
'They broke themselves with the boat,' he says today. 
'They put the profit in that. If they had used horses 
they still would have been all right." 


"Nevertheless, the Minnow proved to be a 
satisfactory means of transportation. On 2 
September, 1887, she delivered a load of coal and 
lumber to Battleford for sale, and thereafter 
continued to operate with little difficulty. Her name 
was turned by the Lamoureux family into the 
French Minou—'iittle cat' or 'kitten'. Once in a while 
she did odd transportation jobs; in 1895, she towed 
the machinery owned by Judge Charles Rouleau to 
the site of his gold mine. All did not go well on that 
particular trip: 'The Minnow got aground and partly 
filled with water. The town fire engine was taken 
down this forenoon and pumped her out.' reported 
the Edmonton Bulletin on 30 August, 1895."! 


The steamboat North West on the North Saskatchewan River near 
Edmonton. 
Glenbow Archives - NA-1036-13 












































































































































he = 
Glenbow Archives - NA-58-5 


An artist visiting Medicine Hat during the Riel Rebellion in 1885, sketched the Northcote hauling a barge. In 
the background are two of the coal steamers, likely the Baroness and the Alberta. This illustration appeared 


on the cover of the first printing of this publication. 


"But the Minnow outlived her usefulness in the 
lumber business, and was sold on 11 July, 1898, for 
only $200 to Cunliffe and Ball, of Fort 
Saskatchewan. It was not the boat it had been in 
ey med 


* * * 


"Little is remembered today of Percy B. 
Cunliffe. He is recalled as a Britisher, a 'remittance 
man' of sorts—at least, he was backed by money 
from home. He was a 'lone wolf’ without family or 
relatives in this country. He went into the flour 
milling business at Fort Saskatchewan, and it was in 
connection with this that he bought the Minnow. It 
is not certain how long he operated it. His mill 
eventually burnt down, and he himself died in the 
early years of the present century.!? 


"As for the Minnow, the old timers recall that it 
broke loose from its moorings in a flood, was swept 
down the river from the Fort and wrecked on an 
island. Some attempt was made to rebuild it; but in 
the end it was beached up a creek on the north bank 
of the river near the Edmonton highway about two 
and a half miles west of the Fort and abandoned."!3 


[Mr. Wickenden discussed rates of pay and 
said that deckhands received perhaps $15 per month 
while a cabin boy recalled getting 50 cents per day 
in addition to board. The captains of the Galt boats 
earned about $150 per month.] 


NOTES 


8 Perhaps its construction was begun with the intention of using it 
for a "pleasure yacht"; at least, that is the way the Winnipeg 
steamboat inspector listed it in his annual reports, published in 
the Canadian Sessional Papers. 


9 Tt is at least doubtful, however, whether "the boats required 
more coal to get back to Lethbridge from Medicine Hat than 
they hauled from Lethbridge to Medicine Hat in the first place," 
as Ken Liddell writes in the Calgary Herald of 3 August, 1956. 
The boat probably burned wood. 
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10 Statement at interview, 30 July, 1956. 


‘1 Quoted in W. Everard Edmonds, "Steamboat days on the 
Saskatchewan," Queens Quarterly, vol. Ivi, no. 2, 1949. 


12. T have no information about his partner, Ball. 
13 Statements of Mme. Morel and M. Hormisdas Lamoureux. 
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* * * 


Only 43 working days were occupied in laying 
the track for the narrow gauge railway line between 
Lethbridge and Dunmore, a distance of 100 miles. 


* * * 


MacBeth—CPR station located in Township 18, 
Range 14, west of the 4th meridian. Named about 
1912-14 after Hugh Macbeth, North Western Coal 
and Navigation Company, who was purser on the 
Alberta. 


* * * 


RETURN OF THE TROOPS 


"General Middleton's exact plan is not yet 
completed, but four steamers, North West, Alberta, 
Marquis, and Baroness, will probably take the troops 
to the mouth of the Saskatchewan River, where, after 
crossing Lake Winnipeg in other steamers, they will 
take the C. P. Ry to Port Arthur, and Toronto should 
get ready to welcome its gallant troops within three 
weeks or a month. Mulvaney: N. W. Rebellion. 


* * * 


Around the turn of the century, according to 
William Hyssop, the remains of several barges could 
be seen along the shores of the river, northeast of 
Lethbridge. By that time the barges had been badly 
battered by flood and ice and none were intact. 
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Provincial Archives of Manitoba - N16225 


The North West takes aboard a load of firewood, the "poling-off" apparatus is shown with some clarity. 


The Marquis and the North West ca 1890 at Cumberland House. Both vessels appear to be high out of the 


water in drydock for repairs or possibly beached. 
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A sketch prepared by R. H. Stafford, Vancouver, showing the riverbottom as he remembered it from 1896. William 























He 
Bun hws 
Po w= 


tom? nt 
G “Th ; Dp} 
YDS ‘ 









2 





City of Lethbridge Archives - P19640506001 


tafford, 


Mr. R. H. Stafford's father, was Mining Superintendent with the Galt Company and opened up the first drift mine in 1882. 


It is a measure of the youthfulness of southern 
Alberta that there are still resident in the city of 
Lethbridge and area those who saw the river 
steamers in their heyday. Many others played on 
the hulk of the old Alberta, dived off her rotting 
timbers, or picnicked nearby. 


One who saw the steamers is William Niven, who 
arrived in Lethbridge in 1886 and, as a ten-year-old 
boy, tells of being near the riverbottom pump house 
one day that summer. On what was the last voyage 
of the Alberta, Mr. Niven said he heard a whistle and 
looked up to see the steamer moving upriver after 
her journey from Medicine Hat.' The late James 
Wallwork had a similar experience, which he related 
to Mrs. I. McCaugherty: "Early in the morning of 
July 4th or 5th (1886), Jim heard an unfamiliar 
sound in this new land. It was the exhaust of the 
sternwheeler Alberta. She was a quarter mile down 
the river and steaming to the sawmill located just 
above where the ‘high level bridge’ crosses the 
iver 


Mrs. G. H. Starnes arrived in Lethbridge with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Duff, in June, 1885. 
(The Duffs detrained at Medicine Hat and, as there 
was not yet a connecting railroad, travelled to 
Lethbridge by team and democrat.) She recalled 
seeing the Alberta drawn up on the river bank "near 
Mr. Elliot Galt's house" but was never aboard nor 
did she see the boat moving on the river.’ The 
impression gained from both Mrs. Starnes and Mr. 
Niven—although they were children at the time—is 
that the arrival of a river steamer didn't excite much 
interest in the Lethbridge of 1886. 


An appreciation of the difficulties of river 
transportation can be gained from comments by D. 
J. Whitney, when a 1935 visit to a viewpoint 
overlooking the South Saskatchewan River near Bow 
Island brought back many memories. As recalled 
by his son, D. J. Whitney Jr., his comments on that 
occasion were: 


"I was thinking of the time in 1884 . . .that I made 
the return trip from Lethbridge to Medicine Hat as 
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City of Lethbridge Archives P19738125000 
Log boom at Lethbridge, 1890. The hull of the Alberta, stripped of her superstructure and machinery, lies on 4 


the river bank at the far side; the ribs of the old boat show clearly but might be mistaken for a catwalk at first 
glance. The large building is the sawmill. 


The inclined railway, Lethbridge, used to haul coal up from the drift mines along the river to the Bankhead 
for transshipment by railroad. The boiler of the Alberta was hauled up this railway and used to provide more 
powerfor the hoisting engine. 


City of Lethbridge Archives P19760210.117 C2 



















































































a hand on one of the river barges that was 
hauling coal down to Medicine Hat and what a 
terrible trip it was and took us nearly two weeks. 
The river was dropping awful fast and we were 
continually getting stuck on sand and gravel 
bars. We finally got down to Medicine Hat. Our 
main concern was to get the boat back to 
Lethbridge and, as the river was still dropping, 
we were unable to take on much freight. The 
return trip was even worse as we had to buck the 
current. The boat hands were out in the water 
most of the time with poles prying the boat off 
sand and gravel bars. It was hard, grueling work 
and we often lay down to sleep for a very few 
hours in our wet clothes. We were continually 
running out of fuel for our boilers, and as there 
were seams of coal along the river banks we dug 
out coal and packed it in sacks down to the boat. 


"T can recall on one occasion, and it must have 
been right along here, that we stopped and 
sawed down two or three big cottonwood trees. 
They were dead trees, dry and hard and made 
excellent fuel, which we found superior to the soft 
surface coal."4 


J. D. Higinbotham, R. H. Stafford, and others 
have told us of the eventual disposition of the 
Alberta. Higinbotham reported that, "". . . she was 
gradually stripped of her gear, and most of her 
cabin doors and windows went to embellish the 
homes of miners and ranchers along the river."5 
Stafford sketched the riverbottom as he remembered 
it and said of the sketch,". . . I just sketched in from 
memory (and) think it is quite correct of the Coal 
Banks at that time 1896 . . . Ben Whitney tore all 
the wood work apart of the Alberta and built that 
house by the McKenzie House." 


The McKenzie House was located at the corner 
of Baroness Road and Galt Street, opposite the 
Alberta Railway and Coal Company’ roundhouse. 
(It is now the Windsor Hotel, on First Avenue 
between Second and Third Streets South.) Owned 
by Malcolm McKenzie, it was opened about August 
21, 1891. Ben Whitney was a building contractor of 
early Lethbridge. The houses that were constructed 
in the vicinity of the McKenzie House all have been 
torn down; even the office of the Lethbridge Iron 
Works, formerly a house and one of the oldest 
buildings in the area, was built after 1890. 


By coincidence, Ben Whitney also built a cottage 
at 612 - 6th Street South (formerly Crabb Street). 
This cottage was purchased in 1908, by Edward 
McKenzie, who later built a three-storied house next 
door. The latter was known as the "McKenzie 
house". Whether or not lumber from the Alberta 
was used in the construction of the Whitney cottage 
is not known. But Wilbur McKenzie now of 
Kimberley, B.C., who lived there with his parents, 
said of the cottage, ". . . it proved to be very poorly 
constructed, and I often heard Dad say, 'Well, it was 
built of secondhand lumber in the first place,' but I 
never remember him saying anything about where 
the lumber came from."® 


James Wallwork said that the superstructure of 
the Alberta was used to build a house near the 
corner of First Avenue and Third Street. Later, the 
boilets furnished steam for the first electric light 
plant in Lethbridge. And the engines, according to 
Mr. Wallwork, were shipped to St. Michael's, Alaska, 
to power a Yukon River steamboat in the days of the 
Klondike gold rush.’ 


W. G. Dickenson also indicated that the boiler 
was used in the power house to provide steam for the 
hoisting engine of the inclined railway. It was said 
that Dickenson ". . . was one of the privileged few 
to use the first hot bath in Lethbridge. . . When the 
old flat-bottomed stern-wheelers ceased to ply the 
river between Medicine Hat and Lethbridge 
the last boat was left derelict on the banks of the 
river. The boiler from the boat was . brought 
up to the power house at the top of the coulee and 
supplied the steam which hauled the coal from the 
river bottom via the old cable line. As the boiler had 
to be kept going continually, someone conceived the 
idea of installing a bath in the power house. It was a 
real bath, too, with faucets and drainage system and 
was for the use of the mechanics and such 
employees of the company as could wangle an order 
from the foreman."!” 


Andrew Staysko, Wilbur McKenzie, George 
Watson, George McKillop, and others remember the 
hulk of the Alberta around which they played and 
went swimming as boys. Mr. Staysko stated that, by 
about 1897, the hull had filled with sand.!! Mr. 
McKenzie wrote, "I well remember the Alberta and 
as a very small lad played with other kids on the old 
boat. Thére was a small picnic grounds down there 
and the old timers used to hold a picnic once in a 
while, and we kids would play cops and robbers on 
the old Alberta, which was beached there for many 
years: 22 


Local opinion has it that the old hulk was swept 
away in the flood of 1902. Rather, it seems to have 
been buried gradually in the sand and mud and is 
probably still located where it was originally 
beached. "I am quite sure it was not washed away in 
the 1902 flood," wrote Will McKenzie.'3 James 
Wallwork said that, ". . . . as boys we used the hull 
of the Alberta for a diving board." Years later, as a 
C.P.R. engineer, he viewed the ribs of the old boat as 
she rested in the mud just above the high level 
bridge.'* 


It seems incredible that, to anyone who knows 
the river of today, responsible men could propose 
river steamers as a practical type of transportation 
for southern Alberta. But conditions were different 
then. The late seventies and early eighties were 
much wetter than normal. Further, the prairies were 
virtually devoid of grazing animals and the rich 
grass cover, although occasionally removed by fire, 
must have absorbed readily, and released slowly, 
most of the rain that fell. Thus some natural control 
was exercised over peak streamflows and periods of 
low water. 








Rivermen were available to serve on,the boats 
and were a proud breed, confident that they could 
sail anywhere. (The story is told of a river captain 
who got drunk one night and, in the morning found 
that he had missed his course and was six miles up a 
dry coulee.) Dr. Dawson of the Geological Survey 
had reservations about the use of river steamers; in a 
1882 report he wrote of the Belly River: 


"In the autumn the volume of water is much 
decreased, and it would not be easy to descend some 
parts of it in a large flat-bottomed boat. During 
high water, in the early summer, it would probably 
be possible to make a few trips with a small stern- 
wheel steamer, as far up as Coal Banks, but it 
cannot be counted on as a means of carrying 
eastward any large quantity of coal from the fine 
seams in that vicinity." 


And thus, although many must have doubted 
their wisdom, the Galts decided to use barges and 
river steamers in the transport of their coal. A 
marginal operation at best, the abandonment of the 
steamers was hastened by a return to normal rainfall 
patterns. 


Today the ship's bell is our only remaining 
physical link with the Alberta. It is located in the Sir 
Alexander Galt Museum, Lethbridge. 


NOTES 


1 Niven, Wm. Statement at Old Timers' Picnic, Lethbridge, July, 
1966. Mr. Niven resides at 408 - 16th A Street N.W., Calgary. 


2 McCaugherty, I. "Yesterday and today: Old Timers' 
Recollections" Lethbridge Herald clippings undated. 
Apparently James Wallwork (and Wm. Niven) saw the Alberta 
several days after her arrival from Medicine Hat but before she 
was finally placed in position near the sawmill, that is to say, 
between June 24th and July 16th, 1886. 


3 
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The Blackfoot term for "steamboat" was Is-tee-a- 
keo-sa-chis. 


























Techniques of River Navigation 
Compiled by Dr. Alex Johnston 


POLING OFF SHALLOWS 
Canadian Pictorial Illustrated War News . (p. 118) 


July 11, 1885. The Steamer Marquis Poling Off a 
Shallow—When the boat gets stuck on a sand bar, 
the men are so distributed as to trim it properly, the 
greater number being posted around the middle and 
lower decks together with a few on the hurricane 
deck. The pole is then dropped over the side and, 
by a system of blocks and tackle connecting the top 
of the pole and the deck, the boat is fairly lifted off 
the shoal. The rope passing through the blocks is 
wound taut by a capstan that is worked by steam. 
For a fuller and more graphic explanation of the 
modus operandi we make the following extract from 
a letter written by Dr. Edmond E. King, of the Field 
Hospital Corps, and who performed the voyage from 
the Saskatchewan Landing to Clarke's Crossing, 
along with the Midland Battalion and Lieut. Howard 
and his Gatling: 


"Did you ever go down the river on a boat 
commanded by an ‘only original’ river captain? The 


‘only original’ must be capable of using a very big’ 


'D' at the proper moment and with a peculiar 
emphasis only to be acquired by a Yankee and, by 
him, only after several years cultivating the proper 
nasal intonation. When such a one speaks he does 
so with authority; his voice gives forth no uncertain 
‘sound and he means business from the word ge or, 
to be more literal, 'd--n'. 


Glenbow Archives - NA-1353-32 
The steamer Marquis poling off a sandbar on the Saskatchewan 
River in 1885. The sketch by F. W. Curzon, appeared in the 
Illustrated War News, July 11, 1885. 





"Such a person is the captain of the steamer 
Northcote. The captain and crew were mostly 
Americans and good river men. We got off all OK 
and before long the boat stuck on a sand bar and it 
became necessary to lift her off. The contrivance 
for doing this is an ingenious one. It consists of two 
derricks, both forward and on either side. These 
have a large heavy spar hung at the end of their 
ropes so that by placing one end of the spar 
overboard, on bottom, and hauling up on the ropes 
and pulleys, the boat is lifted up on stilts as it were 
and, being freed from the bottom, floats off. The 
operation forcibly reminds one of the time-honored 
joke about a man lifting himself by his shoe straps. 
The capstans on river boats are called 'niggers' and it 
is very odd to hear the captain sing out in stentorian 
tones, "Tighten up the little nigger now,’ and then 
around goes the little cuss. When the river is 
shallow, as it was for 200 miles from the point at 
which we embarked, it is necessary to have men 
taking soundings on each side of the boat and 
giving the depth of water so that the captain can 
direct the course to be taken. And then these men 
call out simultaneously 'six feet’, 'five feet’, 'two and a 
half feet', 'no bottom’, 'one foot six', and so on, it 
seems strange. But one soon gets used to it and can 
sit on deck and be amused at the different 
intonations that these fellows give to the varying 
calls. The boat only drew about two-and-a-half feet 
of water, unloaded, so that she could get through a 
shallow channel. When the boat gets stuck the 
fun begins. The ropes are run around the niggers, 
the spars dropped, the derricks put to their utmost 
strength, and at last the boat slowly raises herself, 
and, slowly clearing the obstructing sand bar, glides 
1 ae 


WARPING UP RAPIDS 


Palliser, Captain John. "Journals, Detailed Reports, 
and Observations, etc." (p. 10):—We have been on 
board American steamers while they have ascended 
rapids by means of an anchor at the head of the 
rapid, from which a rope is connected to a capstan 
on board, driven by the steamer's machinery, and 
were thus warped up the current. 


NAVIGATION 


The Lethbridge Herald, Golden Jubilee Edition (p. 
28) July 11, 1935. Letter Written From Lethbridge 
Colliery to England, August 19, 1883: [The 
following letter was written to Warrant Officer Peter 
Wellington, of the Royal Navy, and Mrs. 
Wellington.] 


Lethbridge Colliery 
August 19, 1883 


"Dear Uncle and Aunt: 


. You wished to know about the steamboat 


which was built here. She was 175 feet in length, 
31 foot breadth, flat bottom, a different kind of 
boat to what you have been accustomed to. 
When light she draws six inches. When her 
cargo is in her she draws 2 feet. The river they 
have here is very narrow and crooked, and the 
current runs at the rate of six miles per hour. 
The river is full of boulders and sand bars, and 
the art of navigation is looking on the water and 
telling which is the deepest water. I have been 
told it takes considerable practice to learn to 
navigate these rivers. There are only about three 
months in the year when the river is navigable. 
Pilots on boat get £30 per month. 


"Your Affectionate Nephew’ 
Brit Stephens" 


[Brit Stephens died of typhoid not long after this 
letter was written. He is buried in the Stafford 


cemetery in Indian Battle Park, Lethbridge.] 


LOADING BARGES 


The Lethbridge Herald, Anniversary Number. (p. 
34) June 26, 1926. When I saw Lethbridge First:— 
[E. N. Barker first saw the Coal Banks, later to be 


called Lethbridge, in 1884.] The few people in the 


river bottom at the Coal Banks were busy digging 
coal; they had an opening in the bank and were 
running coal out with an ordinary wheel-barrow and 
up a two-inch plank and dropping it into a barge 
that was moored in the elbow of the river, and was, 
later, when filled with wheel-barrow loads, to be 
towed by a steamer, His Majesty's Ship, I forget the 
name, to Medicine Hat, sticking now and again on 
sand bars and having multifarious adventures on the 
way. 


The Steamer Northcote before Batoche, 1885. The picture was 
taken by Captain James Peters during the Riel Rebellion. 
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Contemporary Press Reports 
Compiled by Dr. Alex Johnston 


[This compilation was limited to the period before and 
after the Riel Rebellion. During the Rebellion the 
boats were mentioned, in connection with military 
activities, in many Canadian and British newspapers and 
periodicals.] 


March 24, 1883. The boat being built by Capt. 
Todd's party on the other side of the river is making 
good progress. We expect a steamer to come to 
Macleod some time this summer.—Fort Macleod 
Gazette. 


April 4, 1883. The flatboat built across the river was 
successfully launched on Monday, the 26th ult.— 
Fort Macleod Gazette. 


April 14, 1883. One of the barges built by Capt. 
Todd's party started down the river loaded with 
lumber on Monday morning. She ran on a sand bar 
about five miles down and considerable difficulty 
was experienced in getting her off—Fort Macleod 
Gazette. 


April 24, 1883. The barge which started from here 
to the Coal Banks only got a short distance below 
Kipp. The lumber was floated down from there in 
rafts —Fort Macleod Gazette. 


May 24, 1883. It is stated by old river men that 
steamboats can come to Macleod for three months 
of the year. Some work needs to be done on the 
river, particularly from Kipp down, and it is to be 
hoped that the government will make an 
appropriation for the purpose.—Fort Macleod 
Gazette. 


June 4, 1883. Another barge started down the river 
from here on the 29th loaded with lumber. These 
barges experience no difficulty in getting down to 
the Coal Banks and we shall expect to see a steamer 
come up just as easily.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


June 14, 1883. It is expected that the steamboat 
being built at the Coal Banks will be ready to launch 
on the 25th when she will go to Medicine Hat for 
her machinery.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


June 14, 1883. Four men are at work in the North 
Western Coal and Navigation Co.'s mine at the Coal 
Banks. A track has been laid to the river. A six- 
mule team arrived there from the C.P.R. with oakum, 
etc. A barge was to have started down to Medicine 
Hat on Monday last with a load of coal.—Fort 
Macleod Gazette. [The item was reprinted in the 
Winnipeg Daily Times on June 27, 1883.] 


June 21, 1883.—A barge loaded with lumber started 
down the river yesterday—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


June 28, 1883. The Great Northwest.—Medicine 
Hat was the last place reached. It lies on the eastern 
bank of the Saskatchewan. The river has such a very 
rapid current that it is a question whether it can be 
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used for navigation or not. Those interested in the 
coal mines some distance up the river propose to 
send coal down as far as Medicine Hat in barges 
constructed for the purpose which can be broken up 
and sold for lumber at that place as it would be an 
impossibility to get them upstream under the present 
circumstances.—Winnipeg Daily Times. 


July 4, 1883. The North Western Coal and 
Navigation Co.'s steamer which was launched at 
Medicine Hat the other day was taken upstream 
there for fifty-five minutes and made five miles and 
a half. Her only fault is that her pump is too small, 
not being able to keep up the supply of water. It is 
expected that this boat will make half a dozen trips 
this year. The boat being built at the Coal Banks 
will make about one trip. This company will put up 
eight or ten buildings in the new town and will have 
a lumber yard. They will bring freight to Macleod 
next year by the river.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


July 14, 1883. The steamboat lately launched at the 
Coal Banks by the North West Coal and Navigation 
Company was named the Baroness in honour of the 
Baroness Burdette-Coutts who is a large shareholder 
in the company.—Fort Macleod_,Gazette. 


July 14, 1883. Medicine Hat—Monday, the 2nd 

. was the first Dominion Day celebration ever 
held in Medicine Hat, or Leopold, as the name is to 
be . . . early is the evening the wind began to blow. 

ek great deal of damage was done to buildings, 
many small houses and large tents were blown down, 
but not much damage done to goods, save the 
trouble of dusting them off next day. The North- 
Western Coal and Navigation Co. were the heaviest 
losers, two of their barges loaded with coal going to 
the bottom of the Saskatchewan; it was only by the 
exertions of Mr. Galt and Capt. Todd that the small 
steam boat and other barges were saved; their loss 
cannot be less than four or five thousand dollars.— 
Fort Macleod Gazette. 


August 2, 1883. Medicine Hat.—In the mining line 
things are going along with great energy. Three 
large barges heavily laden with coal have arrived 
from Newlethbridge mine the other day and are now 
being unloaded. The hull of the new steamer built 
by the Northwest Mining Company has arrived and 
a large body of workmen are busy placing her 
machinery in her. She will be completed in about 
two weeks when she will be ready to commence 
regular trips between here and the coal mines.— 
Regina Leader. 


August 9, 1883. Medicine Hat, Aug. 6.—During the 
past fortnight our town has been going "bravely on." 
Business is brisk and business operations are been 
carried on with push and energy and Medicine Hat 
is growing rapidly. The Baroness, a fine new 
steamer of the N.W. Coal & Navigation Co., made its 





trial trip within the past week. She is a model of 
river boats and is 173 feet long and 30 feet wide. 
She carried up 80 tons of freight and, returning, 
brought between 80 and 90 tons of coal. Seeing she 
had unloaded her cargo of freight, loaded her cargo 
of coal, tied up at night, and made her trip to the 
mouth of the Bow and returned in two and a half 
days, the Baroness deserves credit for being a 
speedy sailer. The easy navigation of the 
river, both above and below this point, and the 
facility with which the coal mines of the Belly River 
can be reached by water, make the prospects of this 
town very bright indeed. Sir A. T. Galt was a 
passenger on the Baroness while making her trial 
trip up the river.—Regina Leader. 


August 13, 1883.—[The North Western Coal & 
Navigation Company steamer was] . coaling up 
for her trial run up to the mouth of the Belly 
River.—Winnipeg Daily Times. 


August 14, 1883. Our Coal Fields.—In the mines at 
Coal Banks twenty two miners are at work, equipped 
with the usual appliances and capable of getting out 
sixty or seventy tons per day. Coal can be 
taken down the Belly and Saskatchewan river in 
steamers for several months in the year, and the 
boats returning from the railroad with freight. A 
number of barges have been built at Macleod, 
loaded with coal at the mine, and taken down to 
Medicine Hat, the river during the high water 
proving entirely navigable. . . . In the few months, 
however, in which the river can be navigated, it is 
feared that enough coal to supply the demand can 
scarcely be transported, and it is therefore important 
that a line of railway should connect these mines 
with the C.P.R. main route.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


September 14, 1883. A new steamboat will be built 
at Medicine Hat this winter for the N. W. Coal & N. 
Co. It is expected that the river will be navigable for 
eleven weeks in which time a good deal of work can 
be accomplished.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


May 2, 1884. The North West Coal & Navigation 
Co. sawmill has been moved to Lethbridge.—Fort 
Macleod Gazette. 


August 27, 1884. Medicine Hat.—The steamer 
Northcote of the Winnipeg and Western 
Transportation Co. under command of Captain 
Russell arrived from Prince Albert on Friday last. 
This is the fourth steamer now lying at the Medicine 
Hat docks where they are tied up for the winter.— 
Calgary Herald. [The other steamers were the 
Baroness, the Alberta, and the Minnow.] 


May 21, 1886. Mr. E. T. Galt left for Dunmore on 
Wednesday last. It is his intention to go to 
Saskatchewan Landing, where the company boats 
are, and will be absent about a week.—Lethbridge 
News. 


June 18, 1886. The Baroness—Mr. C. W. Watkins, 
returning from Swift Current last evening, reports 
the Baroness at Medicine Hat on her way here and 
expects she should arrive about Monday or Tuesday 


next. The other two boats were left further down the 
river, the supply of fuel being too hard to get, to 
bring them along.—Lethbridge News. 


June 24, 1886. The Northwest Coal and Navigation 
Company steamer, the Baroness, reached the wharf 
here on Wednesday evening. Her arrival was 
witnessed by every person in the Hat. The Baroness 
left the Alberta and Minnow about sixty miles east of 
here owing to a lack of fuel. She loaded coal here 
and returned to the other vessels on Friday. Captain 
Todd is in command. T. McPherson, an old 
resident, is first engineer, and T. Rooks is clerk. As 
soon as the boats reach Lethbridge, Captain Todd 
will proceed to Montana where he has a large sheep 
ranche. The captain and all others engaged in sheep 
enjoy the upward tendency of the wool market.— 
Medicine Hat Times. 


June 25, 1886. The steamer Alberta arrived here on 
Thursday morning. We understand the boilers are 
to be taken out of her for use in the sawmill.— 
Lethbridge News. 


July 3, 1886.—The Baroness.—The_ steamer 
Baroness which was expected here this week was 
unable to make the trip up the river on account of 
the water in the Belly having fallen. She was taken 
back to Medicine Hat where she now lies and where 
she will probably remain this summer. Captain 
Todd, Engineer McPherson, and T. Rooks and crew 
returned here on the excursion train last night.— 
Lethbridge News. 


July 9, 1886. Sawmill Notes.—The log drive was 
about eight miles above Macleod on Tuesday last 
and is coming along finally. The boom here has 
been finished and the men, under Mr. Kean, have 
gone to get the mill in readiness. The Alberta will 
be hauled up to the mill and her machinery used for 
running it. This will be done without taking out her 
machinery, by putting a drum on the paddle wheel 
and connecting it with the saws. The men at work in 
the mill will use the steamer as a boarding house this 
summer. Another saw is to be put in.—Lethbridge 
News. 


July 16, 1886. In Position—The Alberta has been 
hauled up and put in her position near the mill. The 
buzz of the saw will soon be heard in the mill. The 
logs are expected down in a couple of weeks— 


Lethbridge News. 


February 2, 1887. The boilers have been taken out 
of the steamer Alberta and hauled up to the hoisting 
engine [of the inclined railway] where they will be 
used for the purpose of supplying more power to 
the engine —Lethbridge News. 


March 9, 1887. Messrs. J. Kean Sr. and Jr. started 
out by special train for Grassy Lake on Sunday 
where it was their intention to procure a team and go 
on to Medicine Hat. On getting out about five miles 
the snow plow ran up on the frozen drift and threw 
the engine off the track. They had to return here 
and left by team on Monday morning. On getting 
out about twelve miles the team played out and they 





had to return to town on foot. They made another 
start on Tuesday with fresh horses and hope they 
will make it all right this time. They go down to 
remove the machinery from the Baroness which has 
been lying in Medicine Hat all last summer and 
winter—Lethbridge News. 


March 25, 1887. Mr. Kean is presently engaged in 
taking out the machinery from the N. W. C. & Nav. 
Co. steamer Baroness The Baroness got a bad 
shaking up from the ice this spring but we think the 
company can well afford the loss as they had a lot of 
service out of the old boat during the Riel Rebellion 
and before—Medicine Hat Times. 


April 18, 1887. Mr. J. Kean Sr. arrived here from 
Medicine Hat where he had been engaged in taking 
the machinery out of the Baroness for the last 
month. He started in yesterday to fit up the sawmill 
and expects to have it running next week.— 
Lethbridge News. 


May 21, 1887. Galt Coal Co.—Captain Nelson 
Todd, who spent several seasons in the Northwest 
and assisted in building and operating the steamers 
running on the tributaries of the South 
Saskatchewan near the line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway, tells of a test that he witnessed between coal 
from the Lethbridge mines and Pennsylvania hard 
coal, as to steam-producing qualities, which ended in 
a very unexpected result. [Todd told of a test in 


which seven tons of each of Lethbridge and 
Pennsylvania coal were used to power steam 
locomotives on the Medicine Hat-Calgary run; the 
locomotive with Pennsylvania coal barely reached 
(Calgary while the locomotive with Lethbridge coal 


made the return trip.]—Medicine Hat Times. 
[reprinted from the Fort Benton, Montana, River 
Press. ] 


August 13, 1887. The Galt Co. has sold the 
steamboat which is on the bank of the Saskatchewan 
at this place.—Medicine Hat Times. 


August 17, 1887. The N. W. C. and N. Co. have 
disposed of the steamer which lay on the bank of the 
Saskatchewan at Medicine Hat.—Lethbridge News. 


August 27, 1887. The steamer Minnow will be 
repaired in about two weeks and taken down the 
river to Edmonton.—Medicine Hat Times. 


August 27, 1887. The steamer Minnow, belonging 
to the Galt company, has been sold to J. Lamoureux 
of Edmonton. Mr. Lamoureux has engaged E. T. 
Edmonds to repair it and prepare her for a trip down 
the river to Edmonton.—Medicine Hat Times. [The 
item was reprinted in the Lethbridge News of August 
31, 1887.] 


August 31, 1887. [An _ advertisement]: E. T. 
Edmonds—Pleasure Boat Owner—25, 35 and 50 
cents per hour—Boats, oars and sculls made to 
order.—Medicine Hat Times. 


June 5, 1891. Mr. C. O. Card of Lee's Creek is in 
town this week. He has purchased the machinery of 
the A. R. & C. Co. sawmill in the riverbottom and is 
having it removed to the colony.—Lethbridge Semi- 
Weekly News. 


The steamer Northcote after Batoche showing the smokestacks that 
were damaged by rebel fire. The steamer Marquis is in the 
background. 
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Summary of Journal of Steamer Baroness 
During the N. W. Rebellion, 1885 


Compiled by Bruce Peel 


May 4, Monday. Left Medicine Hat to go down river. 


Sth 


6th 


7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 


15th 
16th 


17th 


18th 


19th 
20th 


21st 
22nd 
23rd 


24th 


25th 


26th 


27th 
28th 
29th 


Arr'd Saskatchewan Landing. Capt. Davis told me 
firemen to be paid $50 per month. Genl. Laurie arr'd 
on board 9 P.M. 


Laurie ordered both steamers to go down river 
together, and take a company of soldiers on each. . 
Waiting orders. 
One Company, 5 officers, Rev. Pitblado on board. 
Constantly aground. 25 miles. 

Sunday. Much aground. 10 miles. 
Elbow 11 A.M. Travelled 50 miles. 
25 miles. 

5 miles. 


Reached Saskatoon at 10 A.M. Passed Northcote 
with wounded and dead for Saskatoon a mile above 
Clarke's Crossing. Reached Crossing 3:30 P.M. 50 
miles. 


At Crossing. Rev. Pitblado left steamer. 
At Crossing. At 6 P.M. Capt Kirwan, transport 
Officer, arr'd and gave orders to start for Batoche. 


Sunday. Left Crossing. Arr'd Batoche (after passing 
Gabriel's Crossing). Bedson gave orders to go to 
Lapine. Left Batoche. Night at Lapine. 


Ordered down river to H. B. Co. store Crossing. 
One company, 6 officers, left steamer, Midland 
Battalion. 


Reached H. B. Co. Post. Ordered to Pr. Albert. 


10 miles. Sent message to Mr. Markley, Pr. A. 
asking for help at the Forks to take steamer up Cole's 
Rapids. 


Reached Rapids. 
Hauled up Rapids. 


Arr'd Pr. A. Took on 38 tons supplies for troops, 
and 5 horses. 


Sunday, Wpg. Batt. 21 officers, embarked, and started 
for Battleford. Arr'd Carlton. 


Took troops from Alberta, as she had to remain at 
Carlton to ferry troops. Elbow 3 P.M. Water very 
smooth. Made good run. 


Arr'd Battleford at 1 p.m. Troops disembarked. 
Telegraphed Galt arrival of steamer. 


At B'Ford waiting orders. 
Do. Do. 


Alberta arr'd. Orders rec'd from General Middleton to 
proceed to Pr. Albert for supplies. Started 2.35 P.M. 
Eagle Creek, 7.30 P.M. Mr. McConnell, transport 
officer, Mr. Henty, reporter London Standard, man 


30th 


and horses, Mrs. Dobbs & children, given passage 
by order of Mr. Bedson. One deck passenger paid fare 
$5. 


Elbow 5.30 A.M. Carlton, 10.05 A.M. Pr. A. 2.40 
P.M. Took on board 65 tons supplies for Battleford. 


1 June Ordered to start and not wait for Alberta, about 65 


tons, also 13 sacks mail for troops. Left Pr. A. 
12.50. Carlton 9:15 (P.M.) Mr. McMillan, M.P., 
Mrs. McConnell, on bd. 


1 June Passed Elbow and Eagle Creek. 


2nd 


3rd 


4th 


Sth 


6th 


7th 


8th 


9th 


10th 


11th 


12th 
13th 
14th 


15th 


16th 
17th 


18th 


Rec'd despatches for conveyance of Gen. Mid. on our 
reaching Battleford. Crossed 55 teams and wagons to 
north side. 


Left for Ft. Pitt. Escort of 25 men and 2 officers on 
bd. 


Arr'd Ft. Pitt. Handed Mr. Nursey 13 sacks mail, and 
Mr. Bedson despatches for Gen. Mid. 


Pitt. 
Unloaded at Pitt. 


Sunday. Left Pitt. Arr'd B'Ford. Mr. Secretan. Mrs 
Gowanlock, Mrs. Delaney, Mr. Gisborne & 10 men 
on bd. 


Crossed, 50 teams, 400 soldiers, 2 guns, from south 
to north side of B'Ford. 


Left for Carlton. Eagle Creek 11.00, Telegraph 
Coulee 11.50. Elbow 2.10 P.M. Kirwan transp. of 
passenger to Tel. coulee. Carlton 6 P.M. 


Ferrying at Carlton, 150 Police, 16 wagons. 
Reached Pr. Albert. Rec'd 800 beef from supply 
officer. 


Left Pr. A. Arr'd Carlton. 
Police. 


Left Carlton for Pitt. 
Arr'd at B'Ford. Left for Tel. coulee. 


Sunday. Arr'd Tel. coulee. Took on 2 Cos. 7 Off 
Midland Batt. and started for Pitt. 


Passed B'Ford. Took on 3 soldiers, and 2 pilots for 
N. W. Co., Major Dugas, and started for Pitt. 


Arr'd Pitt. 


Ordered to Davis Landing for supplies. Left Pitt. 
Rev. Quinney, Sergt. Grundy, and 3 scouts on bd. 


Arr'd B'Ford. Returned wood to N. W. T. Co. 


Unloaded supplies for 


July 3rd At Pitt. Major Perry, Captn. Palliser, Rev. Mr. 


McKenzie, Rev. Mr. Prevost also on bd. Left Pitt 
and went to Grand Rapids, L. Wpg. 
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Persons Mentioned in the Journal of the Steamer Baroness 


Compiled by Bruce Peel from notes by N. J. Wallace 


Barber, Mr. 
Bedson, Mr.—S. L. Bedson, Chief Transport Officer. 


Clinkskill and Mahaffy—Probably James Clinkskill, 
later, in 1888, elected Member, Legislative 
Assembly, N.W.T., for Battleford. Moved to 
Saskatoon in 1899, elected member for 
Saskatoon, also Mayor. (Seems to have got 
about double the usual price for his 
cordwood.) 


Davis, Capt.—Seems to be the captain of the 
Baroness, the Journal being written probably 
by the Supercargo. 


Dobbs, Mrs. 


Delaney, Mrs.—Wife of John Delaney, Farm 
Instructor at Frog Lake, who was killed in the 
"Frog Lake Massacre". She had been a 
prisoner in the Indian camp for some time. 


Dillon, Capt.—Captain R. Dillon, Sth Co. 7th 
Fusiliers. 


Dugas, Major—Major C. Dugas, 65th Mount Royal 
Rifles (Montreal). 


Galt, Mr. 
Gisborne, Mr. 


Gowanlock, Mrs.—Wife of J.A. Gowanlock, killed in 
the Frog Lake Massacre. She and Mrs. 
Delaney saw their husbands killed and she too 
was made prisoner with Mrs. Delaney. Mr. 
Gowanlock had a sawmill at Frog Lake. 


Grundy, Sgt. 


Henty, Mr.—Reporter for London Eng. Standard, 
the only reporter for an English paper. He 
arrived on 9th May, the first day of the Battle 
of Batoche. 


Kirwan, Capt.—Assistant Transport Officer. 


Laurie, General—"Officer of British Army, living in 
Halifax. He had accompanied Middleton as 
far as Humboldt, and then returned to hasten 
the boats from Saskatchewan Landing, near 
Swift Current, as the General felt it was risky to 
rely upon the muddy trail for supplies." 
Boulton: N.W. Rebellion. 


McConnell, Mr.—The Journal calls him a Transport 
Officer, but he was really a despatch rider. 
Was captured by the Indians. 


McKenzie, Rev.—Rev. W. A. McKenzie, chaplain to 
the Alberta Field Force, which went north from 
Calgary to Edmonton, under command of 
General Strange. 


McMillan, Mr., M.P.—The only M.P. at this date was 
Hugh McMillan, who was member for 
Argenteuil, Que. (Conservative). 


Nursey, Mr.—Sergt. W. R. Nursey, Winnipeg Field 
Battery, acted as postmaster. "Mr. Nursey, who 
is a bombardier when he is soldiering and 
Provincial Auditor when he is not, was our 
obliging postmaster. The only thing that put 
him out was when every man in camp came to 
him every evening to know if the mail had 
come in." Boulton: N. W. Rebellion. 


Ouimet, Col.—Commanded “65th Mount Royal 
Rifles, at Edmonton. 


Palliser, Capt.—Assistant Q.M.G. Alberta Field 
Force, under General Strange. 


Perry, Major—Had command of Corps of Scouts 
(46 men) under General Strange, Alberta Field 
Force. 


Pitblado, Rev.—Presbyterian chaplain to Halifax 
Battalion. 


Prevost, Rev.—Rev. P. Prevost, chaplain to the 65th 
Mount Royal Rifles. 


Quinney, Rev.—Missionary, English Church, at 
Onion Lake, not far from Frog Lake. Warned 
by friendly Indians he escaped to Fort Pitt, but 
was later captured by the Indians, and he and 
his wife held by them for some time. 


Swinford, Capt.—Chief Supply Officer. His brother, 
Lieut. Swinford, 90th Batt. was killed at Fish 
Creek. 


Secretan, Mr.—Assistant Transport Officer. J. H. E. 
Secretan, one of the C. P. Ry. engineers, had 
done much exploratory work, a great favorite 
with Van Horne. Author of several small 
books on construction of C. P. Ry. 


Todd, Capt—Governor General's Foot Guards. 


At right - Samuel Lawrence Bedson, 1873. He was Chief 
Transportation Officer for the Government Forces during the 
Riel Rebellion. He was in charge of the Department that 
controlled the steamships during the rebellion. 





Provincial Archives of Manitoba - N10717 P 


At left - Princess Louise Caroline Alberta wife of the Marquis 
of Lorne, Governor General of Canada. Her names live on - 
Lake Louise and Caroline, Alberta and of course the Province 
of Alberta. 





Provincial Archives of Alberta - Public Affair Bureau Collection - PA3670 


At right - Joseph Lamoureux, he purchased the Minnow in 
1888 and used her extensively in his family lumber business on 
the North Saskatchewan River around Edmonton until near the 
turn of the century when he sold her to Cunliffe and Ball, of 
Fort Saskatchewan, for $200. 





City of Edmonton Archives - EA-10-689.13 


Shipping Register of the Port of Winnipeg 


Compiled by Bruce Peel from microfilm copy in Manitoba Archives 


Length of hull 
Width of hull 
No. of decks 
Build 

Enclosed spaces 


Stern 

Gross tonnage 
Regis. Tonnage 
Engines 


Manufacturer 


Diameter of cylinder 
Length of stroke 
Number of horsepower 
Builder 

Place 

Date of launching 
Mate 

Registry closed 
Ownership 


BARONESS 


173 feet 
30 feet 
1 


Square 

320.04 

201.63 

Two, high pres. 
horizontal 

Rees & Sons, 1883 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
15 inches 

5 feet 

49 08/100 

John Todd 
Lethbridge 

July 2, 1883 
Nelson Todd 


ALBERTA 


100 feet 
20 feet 


150.07 

85.72 

Two, high pres. 
horizontal 

Rees & Sons, 1884 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
12 inches 

4.5 feet 

30 30/100 

John Todd 
Medicine Hat 
April 15, 1884 
John Todd 

Sept. 22, 1887 


MINNOW* 


73 feet 

10 feet 

None 

Frame & gunwale 
Cabin, engine room 
& pilot house 


20.05 

15.57 

Two, high pres. 
horizontal 
Allen & Co.,1883, 
St. Louis, Mo 
6 inches 

2 feet 

5 79/100 

John Todd 
Medicine Hat 
April 19, 1884 
Wesley Todd 
Dec. 1897 


xk 


* The Minnow was changed from Sternwheeler to a screw steamer by the Lamoureux Bros. 
** (1) N. W. Coal & Navi. Co. to Joseph Lamoureux, Fort Saskatchewan, July 4, 1888, Price $750.00 
(2) Joseph to Francis Lamoureux, Dec. 18, 1888. Price $1.00. 
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Map of the rivers of the prairies, showing the locations of places mentioned in the text. 
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Map shows present day boundaries, 
redrawn 1995 by 
Carlton R. Stewart 


The Baroness 


Who was Baroness Burdett-Coutts after whom a 
river steamer on the Belly River was named? 


Angela Burdett was the daughter of Sir Francis 
Burdett and his wife Sophia, the third and youngest 
daughter of a wealthy banker, Tom Coutts. The 
latter's first wife was mentally incapacitated for the 
last several years of her life, and had ceased to be a 
companion to him. The old gentleman, then in his 
seventies, fell in love with an actress, Harriott Mellow, 
who was some thirty years younger. He married 
Harriott a few days after his wife's death. The 
marriage precipitated a family row. Tom Coutts’ 
daughters were reluctant to accept their father's new 
wife, and relations between father and daughters 
were strained for some years. Angela, the 
granddaughter, was born in 1814, a year before this 
marriage which would in time make her the richest 
woman in England. 





si] ‘City “ofl 9770258000 
The BARONESS BURDETT-COUTTS from a painting by E. Long, 
R. A., at the Burdett-Coutts Schools, Westminster. 


When Tom Coutts died in 1822 he left his great 
wealth to his wife and nothing to his daughters, but 
they had earlier been provided for generously. The 
actress, after five years of widowhood, married the 
Duke of St. Albans, a man twenty-five years her 
junior, and Hereditary Falconer of England. 
Apparently Harriott, Marchioness of St. Albans, took 
a fancy to her step-granddaughter Angela, and the 
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young girl was often her travelling companion. 
When Harriott died in 1837 she left the whole of the 
Coutts fortune to Angela Burdett. It was said that 
Angela's father was so angry when his wife and four 
other daughters were overlooked in the will that 
Angela had to leave the family residence at an hour's 
notice. At twenty-three years of age she was the 
wealthiest woman in England, enjoying an income 
of nearly $400,000 a year. The romantic story of 
her inheritance made her a celebrity. 


Miss Burdett-Coutts entertained’ lavishly, and 
most of the greatest names in England and Europe 
at one time or another enjoyed her hospitality. A 
warm friendship sprang up between Angela and the 
elderly Duke of Wellington. She was a close friend 
of Charles Dickens, the novelist, and of Rajah 
Brooke of Sarawak. Miss Burdett-Coutts was a 
shrewd financier and she continued to prosper. As 
the years went by she became more and more 
interested in charitable works, and in recognition of 
her many philanthropies Queen Victoria elevated 
her to peerage in 1871 as Baroness Burdett-Coutts. 
She was given the freedom of the cities of London 
and Edinburgh. [In 1886 she donated fifty pounds, 
then worth $240 in Canadian currency, toward the 
building of the first St. Augustine's church in 
Lethbridge. ] 


When she died in December, 1906, she was given 
burial in Westminster Abbey, the last person to be 
buried in the Abbey not cremated. 


The Baroness is said to have received many 
proposals of marriage, but she suspected many of 
her suitors of being more interested in her wealth 
than in herself as a person. Finally, in 1881, when 
she was sixty-seven, she startled English society by 
marrying her secretary, a young American named 
William Ashmead Bartlett. He was forty years 
younger. Queen Victoria was said to have remarked 
that the Baroness was a silly old woman. 


The husband died in 1922 and the final chapter 
of the story was written with the sale of the many 
treasures the Baroness had collected during her long 
life. Collectors from all over the world gathered for 
the sales at Christie's and Sotheby's. Included were 
many famous pictures, the china from her home, 
and finally her library. Two first folios of 
Shakespeare were bought by the famous American 
book dealer, P. R. Rosenbach. Many first editions 
of Dickens, with inscriptions by the author to the 
Baroness, were in the collection. 


[The reader who wishes fuller information on 
the woman whose name is perpetuated by places in 
Southern Alberta should consult the Dictionary of 
National Biography or a biography by a great niece, 
Clara Burdett Patterson, entitled Angela Burdett- 
Coutts and the Victorians. The book was published 
in London by John Murray in 1953.] 


—Bruce Peel 
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About The Authors 


Bruce Braden Peel, a native of Saskatchewan, is 
Chief Librarian, University of Alberta, Edmonton. 
He has a number of works to his credit, the best 
known being "A Bibliography of the Prairie 
Provinces to 1953" (University of Toronto Press, 
1956). A "Supplement" appeared in 1963 and he is 
currently compiling a second supplement. "The 
Coal Fleet" appeared first in the Autumn 1964 issue 
of the Alberta Historical Review. (It is reprinted 
here with the permission of Mr. Peel and of Hugh A. 
Dempsey, editor of the Review.) In a slightly revised 
form the article will appear as a chapter in a book, 
"Steamboats on the Saskatchewan", now nearing 
completion. (Published 1972) 


Dora E. Trew was born in Lethbridge in 1890 
and was a teacher on the Lethbridge Public School 
staff for a number of years. She is a daughter of 
Elizabeth and Robert Nimmons, the latter coming 
west from Guelph, Ontario, by team and wagon in 
1870. Her articles on pioneer life have appeared in 
various publications. She was co-founder (with Mrs. 
Freda Mudiman) of the South Alberta Writer's 
Workshop, which has been active since 1944. Her 
article, "Lethbridge Had a Baroness", appeared first 
in the Canadian Cattlemen magazine under the title 
"Alberta's Prairie Steamer"; it is reprinted here with 
the permission of Mrs. Trew and of Frank Jacobs, 
editor of the Canadian Cattlemen. 
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Nick Wickenden, a native Albertan, was an 
honors graduate in history from the University of 
Alberta and was 1955 editor of the Gateway. In 
1956 he was employed by the Glenbow Foundation, 
Calgary, to conduct research into the history of 
steam navigation on the Canadian prairies. The 
article "North West and Minnow: Two Saskatchewan 
River Steamers" was based on a portion of his study; 
excerpts from the article have been reprinted herein 
with the permission of Hugh A. Dempsey, Archivist, 
Glenbow Foundation, Calgary. In 1957 Mr. 
Wickenden attended Kings College, Cambridge. 
More recently he was a member of the staff of the 
History Department, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton. 


Dr. Alexander Johnston, a Lethbridge resident 
since 1941, is Range Ecologist, Canada Agriculture 
Research Station. His writings have appeared in a 
number of scientific publications and in the 
agricultural press. He is a member of the Provincial 
Executive, Historical Society of Alberta, and, for the 
past three years, has been President of the 
Lethbridge Branch of that organization. 

Regrettably, Alex passed away suddenly in April 
1989 at the age of 69 just™as his latest book 
"Lethbridge - Its Coal Industry" was to be launched. 

Carlton R. Stewart, 1995 publication coordinator. 


Miscellany 


Lethbridge—The remains of a "whaleboat"— 
likely the one used around the log boom from 
1884-90—lay in a coulee just off Fourth Street 
South until well into this century. The coulee ran 
west from the end of Fourth Avenue and, until partly 
filled in, bisected Fourth Street. 


* * * 


Mr. John Kean, the manager of the milling and 
lumber department of the North West Coal and 
Navigation Company, has been in the lumber and 
milling business all his life and is an oldtimer, 
having come to the vicinity of Macleod for the 
government in 1879 to build the mills known as the 
Mountain Mills which he ran for two years. After 
doing valuable service for the CPR he joined this 
company in 1883, since which time he has been 
employed building barges, getting out timber, and 
running their sawmill for them. 


* * * 


The blackfoot term for coal was Si-ko-ko-to-ki 
or "Black rocks." 


The Indians knew that coal would burn but 
apparently there were tribal taboos against its use. It 
is likely that, long ago, coal was used in teepee fires. 
Because of overnight shifts in wind direction and a 
resultant accumulation of carbon monoxide gas, 
teepee inhabitants must have been asphyxiated 
frequently. In time the mysterious deaths of whole 
families came to be associated with coal fires and use 
of the fuel was stopped. 

- * * * 


Names that have been used to identity the 
Lethbridge area include: Ashsoysem or "Steep 
banks; Sik-okotoks or Si-kokotoki, "The place of 
black rocks"; Mek-kio-towaghs, "Painted rock", "Red 
painted rock", or "Medicine Stone"; Assini-etomochi 
or "Where they slaughtered the Crees"; The Coal 
Bank; Coal Banks; Coalbanks; Sheran's; Sheran's 
Ferry; The Crossing (of Belly River); The Colliery; 
Newlethbridge; Lethbridge Colliery; Coalhurst; and, 
since October 14, 1885, Lethbridge. 


Iddesleigh—a village located in Township 20, 
Range 10, west of the 4th meridian (6 miles west of 
Jenner, Alberta). Named about 1914 after Sir Walter 
Stafford Northcote, Earl of Iddesleigh, Governor of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, 1869-74. 


* * * 


Nicholas Sheran opened a drift mine at Coal 
Banks sometime between 1870 and 1872. He 
shipped coal by bull team to Fort Benton later to 
Fort Macleod and Calgary. 


* * * 


July 1, 1882. It is with the deepest feelings of regret 
that we have to announce the death of Mr. Nicholas 
Sheran who was drowned while crossing the Old 
Man's River at Kipp. The sad news cast a gloom 
over the whole country and a feeling of the keenest 
sorrow will ever be felt for a man so beloved by all 
who knew him. We sympathize most sincerely with 
his sister, Mrs. Joseph McFarlane, in her sudden 
bereavement.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


* * * 


100 DOLLARS REWARD 


Will be paid for the recovery 
of the body of 


NICHOLAS SHERAN 


Drowned at the Crossing of Old’ 
Man's River at Kipp's on the 
27 May, 1882. 
Fort Macleod, MARCELLA McFARLANE, 
June 17, 1882. Administratrix. 


(The body was never recovered.) 


* * * 


September 18, 1882. R. G. McConnell of the 
Geological Survey spent several days in town. He, 
with C. Stewart and party, started for Winnipeg in a 
boat.—Fort Macleod Gazette. 


* * * 


September 14, 1883. Wreck of the Lilly.—Mr. 
Herbert Swinford, General Manager of the Winnipeg 
and Western Transportation Company, received a 
telegram yesterday from the captain of the steamer 
Lilly of their lines, to the effect that the steamer, 
which was on its return trip to Prince Albert, had 
been wrecked in the south branch of the 
Saskatchewan River about 40 or 50 miles below 
Medicine Hat. She struck a rock and sank to the 
bottom. It is not yet known whether or not the crew 
or passengers escaped as no other particulars were 
contained in the telegram. Her loss will, it is said, be 
a serious one to the company as traffic has been 
unusually light this season. The steamer was built 
by the Hudson's Bay Company several years ago, 
was purchased by the company this season and 
rebuilt at a cost of $35,000.—Calgary Herald. 


January 29, 1886. History of Company.—In 
September, 1881, the president of the North Western 
Coal and Navigation Company, and Sir A. T. Galt 
sent Captain Bryant, a mining expert, to examine 
and report on the coal seams in the vicinity of 
Lethbridge, a seam at the Blackfoot Crossing (the 
same as that near Crowfoot where the CPR have 
lately sunk an experimental shaft), another seam a 
few miles lower down the Bow River at Horseshoe 
Bend, and another at Grassy Lake still farther down 
the Bow River. Tests were made at the above- 
mentioned locations with the following results: At 
the Blackfoot Crossing three audits were made, one 
of which was taken in to a distance of 110 feet. The 
coal was found good when first mined but suffered 
serious deterioration after a short period of exposure 
and a tendency to show a large percentage of slack 
when being conveyed to market. The roof also was 
unsatisfactory. At Grassy Lake, three audits were 
run to a distance of 45 feet with unsatisfactory 
results. The coal was soft and the roof poor. Results 
of the experiment at Horseshoe Bend were the same 
where two audits were run in a considerable distance. 
The above-mentioned locations were tested in 
advance of the Lethbridge Colliery location as being 
nearest at the time to the proposed line of the CPR. 
If the coal at those locations had proved satisfactory, 
permanent works would without doubt have been 
constructed at one or the other of them. The result, 
however, of the test at Lethbridge Colliery proved) 
conclusively the quality of the coal was so far 
superior to that of the first-named locations that it 
would justify a large expenditure in demonstrating 
its value for steam and domestic purposes. With this 
end in view, the North Western Coal and Navigation 
Company was formed with a capital of 50,000 
pounds sterling with the present directors as the 
principal promoter in the matter and a contract was 
made with the CPR for the delivery of a large 
quantity of coal by river to Medicine Hat.— 
Lethbridge News. 


* * * 


February 4, 1886. Transportation by Water. — This 
necessitated the building of three steamers and 
twenty-two coal barges. They were constructed 
during the summer of 1883 and the spring of 1884. 
A noteworthy feature of these operations was the 
fact that the principal steamer of the company, the 
Baroness, was built at Lethbridge, at that time distant 
from the CPR track about 600 miles. The lumber 
for the Baroness was manufactured in the Rocky 
Mountains and landed by bull train at the shipyards 
in Lethbridge, a distance of some 60 miles. The 
iron work and other material used was hauled from 
Swift Current Creek in the depth of winter, a distance 
of 250 miles. The barges were built at Fort 
Macleod, the lumber used in their construction 
being hauled from the company's sawmill in the 
mountains. With this flotilla, some 3000 tons of coal 
were delivered to the CPR at Medicine Hat.— 
Lethbridge News. 
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Galt, (Coal Co./company/family), 
13, 14, 21, 26 

Galt, Mr. Elliot T., 5, 7, 14, 18, 24, 
25, 28 

Galt, Sir Alexander Tilloch, 5, 6, 7, 
11, 14, 21, 25, 33 

Gatling gun, (see Howard), 7, 8, 22 

Geological Survey (Canadian), 21, 
33 

Gisborne, Mr., 28 

Governor General of Canada, 
(Marquis of Lorne), 13 

Gowanlock, J.A., 28 

Gowanlock, Mrs., 8, 28 

Grand Rapids (on Saskatchewan 
River), 8 

Grassy Lake, Alberta, 25, 33 

Great Falls, Montana, USA, 12 

Gros Ventre (natives), 13 

Grundy, Sgt., 28 

Halifax Battalion, 28 

Henty, Mr., 8, 28 

Herchmer, Superintendent, 7 

High Level Bridge (Lethbridge), 5 

Higinbotham, J. D., 6, 20 

Howard, Captain or Lieut. (see 
Gatling Gun), 7, 22 

Hudson's Bay Company, 14, 33 

Hyssop Bros, 13 

Hyssop, William, 13, 16 

Iddesleigh, Alberta, 33 

Indian Battle Park (Lethbridge), 23 

Kean, Mr. J. Sr., 25, 26, 32 

King, Dr. Edmond E., 22 

Kipp, (river crossing), 24, 33 

Kirwan, Capt., 28 

Klondike gold rush, 20. 

Lake Louise, Alberta, 29 

Lake Winnipeg, 8 

Lamoureux, Francis, 12, 15, 30 

Lamoureux, Hormisdas, 15 

Lamoureux, Josephus or Joseph, 9, 
12,15, 26, 29p, 30 

Laurie, Major General, 6, 8, 28 

Leopold (Medicine Hat), 24 

Lethbridge Colliery, 22, 32, 33 

Lethbridge Herald, 13, 22, 23 

Lethbridge Iron Works, 20 

Lethbridge mines, 19p, 26 

Lethbridge News, 25, 26, 33 

Lethbridge Semi-Weekly News, 26 

Lethbridge, Alberta, 5, 6, 9, 11, 12, 
13, 15, 16, 18, 20, 21, 23, 25, 32, 
33 

Lethbridge, William, 5 

Lilly (Boat), 11, 33 

Loading Barges, 23 

London Standard (newspaper), 8 

London, England, 12 

MacBeth, Hugh, 13, 16 
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MacBeth—CPR station, 16 

Maclean, HBC Factor, 8 

Magrath, Charles A., 13 

Mahaffy, Mr., 28 

Maloney, Captain, 7 

Manitoba (Province of), 9 

Marquis (boat), 8, 16, 17p, 22p 

Marquis of Lorne, (Governor 
General of Canada), 13, 29 

McCaugherty, Mrs. I., 18 

McConnell, Mr. R. G., 28, 33 

McFarlane, Mrs. Joseph, 33 

McKenzie, Edward, 20 

McKenzie, Malcolm, 20 

McKenzie, Rev. W. A., 28 

McKenzie, Wilbur, 20 

McKillop, Mr. George, 20 

McMillan, Mr.(Hugh?) M.P., 28 

McPherson, T., 25 

Medicine Hat Times, 25, 26 

Medicine Hat, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 18, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 33 

Medicine Hat-Calgary (Railway) 
run, 26 

Mellow, Harriott, 31 

Metis, 7, 15 

Middleton, 6, 28 

Middleton, General or Middleton's 
Column, 7, 8, 15, 16, 27 

Midland Battalions, 7, 8, 22 

Minnow (boat), 6, 7p, 8, 9p, 11, 12, 
13, 14p, 15, 16, 25, 26, 29, 30 

Missouri River, 5 

Montana, USA, 12 

Mounted Police fort, 15 

Mr. Kean, Jr, 25 

Mulvaney, Mr., 16 

Navigation, 22 

Newlethbridge, 32, mine 24 

Niven, William, 18 

No. 3 Mine (coal), Staffordville, 
llp 

North Saskatchewan River, 6, 8, 9, 


North West (Canada), 8, 14, 16, 26 

North West Coal & Navigation 
Company, 26, 30, 32 

North West boat, 15p, 17p 

North West Territories, 9 

North Western Coal and 
Navigation Company, 5, 6, 7, 9, 
16, 24, 25, 33 

North-West Coal and Navigation 
Company, 15 

North-West Mounted Police, 7 

Northcote (boat), 6, 7, 8, 11, 15, 
16p, 22, 23p, 25, 26p, 27 

Northcote, Sir Walter Stafford, 33 

Northwest Coal & Navigation 
Company, 14 

Northwest Mining Company, 24 

Northwest Rebellion (Reil 
Rebellion), 16, 28 

Northwestern Coal and Navigation 
Company, 11 

Nursey, Sergt. W. R., 28 

Oldman River (Belly), 5, 12, Old 
Man's River, 33 

Onion Lake, 28 

Ouimet, Col., 28 

Palliser, Capt. (Assistant Q.M.G.), 
28 


Palliser, Captain John, 22 

Pennsylvania hard coal, 26 

Perry, Major, 28 

Pitblado, Rev., 28 

Poling Off, 22 

Porcupine Hills, 5, 11, 12 

Port Arthur, Ontario, 16 

portable sawmill, 12 

Pr. Albert, Saskatchewan, 6, 8, 15, 
SL PAHS 21) 


Prevost, Rev. P., 28 

Princess Louise Caroline Alberta, 
H.R. H., 13, 29p 

Province of Alberta, 29 

Quinney, Rev., 28 

Rat Portage (Kenora), Ontario, 6 

Regina Leader (Post) newspaper, 
24, 25 

Riel Rebellion (Northwest 
Rebellion), 6, 12, 24, 26, 29 

Riel, Louis, 7, 15 

Rocky Mountains, 12, 33 

Rooks, T.,25 - 

Rouleau, Judge Charles, 15 

Saskatchewan Landing, 6, 7, 8, 15, 
22795 

Saskatchewan River, 8, 12, 14, 15, 
25 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 8, 9, 15 

Secretan, J. H. E., 28 

Sheets, Captain, 7 

Sheran's Ferry, 32 

Sheran, Nicholas, 11, 33 

Shipping Register of the Port of 
Winnipeg, 12 

Sir Alexander Galt Museum, 21 

Skagway, Alaska, 12 

Skelton, Oscar Douglas, 11 

Smith, Hon. William H., 5 

South Saskatchewan River, 5, 6, 9, 
11, 14, 18, 24, 26, 33 

St. Michael's, Alaska, 20 

Stafford, R. H., 20 

Starnes, Mrs. G. H., 18 

Staysko, Mr, Andrew, 20 

Strange, General, (column), 8, 28 

Swift Current Creek, 33 

Swift Current, Saskatchewan, 5, 6, 
UO) 

Swinford, Capt., 28 

Swinford, Lieut., 28 

Swinford, Mr. Herbert, 33 

Todd, Capt. Josephus, 5, 7, 11, 12, 

2) 

Todd, Capt. (Governor General's: 
Foot Guards.), 28 

Todd, Captain Nelson, 26 

Todd, Wesley, 6 

Todd. Nels, 5 

Toronto, Ontario, 16 

Troops (Northwest Rebellion), 16 

Turkey Track and/or Trail 
(Railway), 12, 14 

Wallwork, James, 18, 20 

warping up rapids, 22 

Watkins, Mr. C. W., 25 

Watson, Mr. George, 20 

Wellington, Warrant Officer Peter, 
22 

Westminster Abbey, 12 

Whitehorse, Yukon, 12 

Whitney, Ben., 20 

Whitney, D. J. Jr., 18 

Whitney, D. J., 18 

Wickenden, Mr., 16 

Windsor Hotel (Lethbridge), 20, 
21p 

Winnipeg & Western 
Transportation Company, 6, 14, 
25, 33 

Winnipeg Battalion, 8 

Winnipeg Daily Time (newspaper), 
6, 24, 25 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, 6, 11, 12, 14, 
33 

Wood Crees (Natives), 8 

Yukon, Canada, 12 


Legend: 
p besides being mentioned in text, 
it is accompanied by an 
illustration or photograph 
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